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crossed the Channel for the express purpose of
finding out if the Emperor was in a fit condition
to ride a horse !

It was indeed this desire to appear once more in
the saddle that first caused him to consult the
surgeons again. But the use of the knife had
become imperative for far less trivial reasons.
At the end of the year 1872 his medical advisers,
who had become alarmed at the progress of his
malady, unanimously decided that lithotrity was
unavoidable, though at the same time they could
hold out little hope of a successful recovery. On
the 2nd of January, 1873, two operations were
performed by Sir Henry Thompson, with apparent
success. The condition of the patient fluctuated
considerably, but by the evening of the 8th there
was so marked an improvement that the doctors
decided to operate further the next morning.
The Emperor was accordingly given a drug,
and at dawn he was to all appearances still
sleeping peacefully. But by ten-thirty his pulse
was found to have weakened so suddenly that the
surgeons became seriously alarmed and at once
sent for the Empress. At first the Emperor did
not recognise her. Later, however, about eleven-
fifteen, although he could not make himself speak,
he indicated that he wished to kiss for the last time
the woman who, even if her misguided meddling
had brought about his downfall, had yet been